They teach hive building, suit and
glove making, beekeeping, honey
harvesting and filtering - so creating
a whole industry from start to
finish. Funding will be needed for
them to carry out regular visits to
the communities.

The new honey building

Future plans.
The rainforest is so remote, and
beset by so many difficulties from
pests to weather problems that
establishing beekeeping is very
difficult. The fledgling beekeepers
need support throughout the year to
overcome these difficulties.
Bees Abroad is now seeking to
address the lack of equipment, and
increase training in better bee
husbandry and hive making.
Many more people wish to keep
bees, and we have trained several
experienced Cameroonian
beekeepers who continue our work.

A training session in Akwaya, our new
trainer giving his first presentation

Fidelia, one of the Cameroonian trainers

Addressing the issue about youths
with no prospects and nothing to do
is essential for the village future.
Involving them in beekeeping offers
prospects and keeps them occupied.
It makes them feel part of a new
initiative not just falling back into
what their parents have done
We hope to continue our support for
these remote communities to
establish their beekeeping, and to
take their produce to market; once
established it can provide a viable
income for families, and through the
cooperative, the whole community.
Contact us for more information or
support us through our online donor
page:
www.beesabroad.org.uk
Tel: 0117 230 0231
Email: info@beesabroad.org.uk

www.beesabroad.org.uk
Registered Charity No: 1108464

Keeping bees in a remote and inaccessible village in Cameroon: an impact
case study
Background
Upon marriage, girls join their
In 2010, Bees Abroad was
husband’s village and family. If their
approached by the Chief of Ote
husband dies, or takes a second
Village - a remote and inaccessible
wife, they are often banished,
village in Akwaya, in the rainforest
disinherited, landless and homeless.
area of South West Cameroon. His
Traditional beekeeping
vision was to find ways for the local
communities to diversify their
incomes and improve their wellbeing; particularly to help the
children to get more food.
The area is very deprived, mortality
is high, and malnutrition among the
village children is rife.

Honey hunters destroy the whole colony

Honey-hunting is difficult and
dangerous, and is not feasible for
women to carry out. The hunters
remove both honey and brood,
destroying the whole colony.

Child malnutrition is rife

The area is home to many young
mothers who are desperately
disadvantaged. Girls can be married
by 11 years; women are pregnant for
most of their child bearing years.

The project
Bees Abroad is helping the village
communities to adopt safer, more
sustainable forms of beekeeping,
available to both women and men.
The project is run in conjunction
with the Food & Rural Development
Foundation (FORUDEF) – a local NGO
working to improve living standards
in Akwaya.

This has enabled them to produce honey
and gain an income to provide for their
children. Working collaboratively, the
women have been trained to make and
sell lotion bars and creams for market.

beekeeping initiative. This had a severe
impact on the village.
Meanwhile, an extension worker, James,
trained a further 80-100 additional
beekeepers in the villages around the
forest.

There are so many youth (15-35)
and no jobs. Beekeeping offers us
an income where there are no
jobs. It keeps the youth busy.
Village elder

In the past, Bees Abroad had introduced
hive beekeeping in the town of Mamfe,
some 70km distant. Trained beekeepers
from Mamfe are taking part in this
initiative. Training is planned in Akwaya
for all those wishing to keep bees.
Training session at the hives

“With the training in hive making
and beekeeping, I now have 80
hives I have built myself and 40
gallons in the house (honey for
sale). I am alright”
Cornelius, trainee trainer
Because this area is accessible by road
only three months of the year (using a 4
x 4), beekeepers had to trek through the
forests to Nigeria where local traders
took advantage and bought the honey
cheaply. The hope was to create a
cooperative, so beekeepers could
deliver honey to a central collecting
station in Ote, where honey could be
purchased and stored until the road was
open.
The women were never involved in
beekeeping in the past, so they are
trained separately from the men, and
have been provided with bee-proof
clothing and their own means to keep
bees.

News has reached the village that young
people migrating to the towns had
found life difficult - that they were
impoverished. As a result, many now opt
to remain at home changing the
demographic substantially.

Achievements
By 2011, a small honey fund allowed
FORUDEF to purchase honey directly
from the local producers. They would
head-load their honey to a pick-up point
at Ote where it was purchased at a fair
price. From there it could be stored until
transferred to the larger town of Buae,
using a
4 x 4 in the three accessible months.
In 2012, 187litres of honey were
purchased, an increase of 49% on the
previous year. This guaranteed market
encouraged production, and enhanced
incomes.
Sadly, in 2014, in the village of Ote,
three elders died, including the
inspirational chief who had lead the

“Bees abroad ask for nothing
from us, they just bring their
expertise to help us”
Village elders in the rain forest

Improvised bee-suit for harvesting
honey
By 2015, although the beekeepers were
still disheartened by the loss of three of
their leaders, a honey show provided a
major boost, allowing around 200
people from these isolated communities
to meet with other beekeepers.

Some of the comb from the traditional
log hives are enormous
The current situation is much more
positive. A government-registered
cooperative had been formed and it
demonstrates the massive leap forward
that beekeeping has made here.

Beekeepers are now working together.
Women who are afraid of bees are
exchanging filtering and selling roles
with men who tend their bees for them.

“We need women on our
cooperative committee. One for
treasurer to take good care of
the money and to make it stand
for all the community”
Comment at group elections
Bees Abroad supported the building of a
honey store in Ote, which has now been
completed. Being a two-day journey
from a metalled road, the area is only
accessible during the dry season
(January to March); but now the
beekeepers can bring their honey for
sale at any time, get their payment, and
the honey is transported out all in one
go, so saving costs.
(photos: Jo Hiscox)

