
GHANA 
Partnership Manager: Trisha Marlow 

 
Amomaso-Adom Beekeepers 

 
The Amomaso-Adom Beekeepers belong to a cocoa farming community. The farmers’ livelihoods are 
at the mercy of international cocoa prices with many of the women earning a little extra selling 
surplus vegetables and tubers at the roadside; an activity which is being badly affected by Covid-19.   
Bees Abroad was approached by a Cocoa Board extension officer for the area, Benjamin Amoah. He 
wished to introduce beekeeping to the Amomaso Cocoa Co-operative’s farmers, as cocoa money is 
seasonal, and incomes are low. However, there is a risk because, although cocoa is not pollinated by 
honey bees, the bee colonies must be kept out of cocoa farms as the chemicals used can be a risk.  
 
The community is better served than most Ghanaian projects in that everyone can access electricity 
and pumped water at home - providing they can afford the bills. The team set out to train 
25 participants in this foundation phase of the project. If this succeeds, the roll-out of a full 
livelihood project will go ahead subject to finding a sponsor.  
 
Activities in 2020  
By the beginning of the training period, Benjamin had been transferred to another community. 
However, using WhatsApp from the UK, the Partnership Manager was able to train Thomas Manu 
from the Ghana Regional Trainer network (GRTN) in undertaking a full (distanced) baseline 
assessment for the project. This ensured that through the data set gathered, the project team know 
enough about the fourteen women and eleven men trained that they can measure impact of the 
work later in the project. Fortunately Benjamin can still access the community to spur them on and 
help a bit with the development of effective group working.  

 
 
At the very end of September, Thomas arrived in the 
community and taught the group beginner beekeeping 
theory. He supervised the arrival by truck of an initial 
25 hive kits provided under tender by associate NGO 
Ashanti Development to get the best value for our 
donors.   
 
The group assembled the beehive kits as a group-
working exercise. They were instructed in how to 
choose and prepare apiary sites, and site and bait their 
hives with beeswax, ready for colonisation. They 
received a library-pack of beesuits, protective 
gauntlets and wellingtons, smokers and manuals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Assembling hives at Amomaso 



Future plans  
Goal setting for the main project will be done, as on all GRTN projects, towards the end of the 
foundation year once beekeeping is a reality. However, improving overall income is clearly the 
overarching aim.   
It is hoped that 2021 will be less impacted by Covid-19 than 2020 and the group will be able to 
monitor their hives regularly, sending valuable information back to their trainer, Thomas.   
Regular extension visits will ensure that the group works effectively towards the goal of a honey 
harvest. They will be shown the best ways to go about this and how to produce quality honey 
hygienically for marketing. Some surplus beeswax may be available for sale, although in the first year 
it is often best to keep it for baiting hives as the project grows.  
 


