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This project, which started in March 2019, is located in Yamfo community, in the Ahafo Region of 
Ghana. The applicant had visited Nyu Nunu beekeepers (part of the Cashew Farmers’ project), and 
had wanted to replicate their knowledge and enthusiasm for beekeeping in Yamfo. The project seeks 
to provide healthy and quality honey for sale to supplement income for educating their children for 
a brighter future. This project is generously supported by North Hertfordshire Beekeepers.   

The local delivery partner is the Ghana 
Regional Trainer Network (GRTN), and the 
local project co-ordinator is called Appiah. 
The GRTN comprises four regional trainers 
with close co-operative links, and there is 
support from an extension officer should it 
be needed. Where a local community 
organisation is in place for local logistics 
and administrative support, the GRTN will 
provide the specialist technical support 
required. 

The local group being trained is the 
Atudorobesa Women’s Co-operative. 
Thirty women were trained during 2019, 
and an apiary of 15 hives was established. 
The women are highly dependent on 
environmentally-damaging charcoal-making 
for cash income; this supplements sales 
from the small excess production of 
produce from subsistence farming. A 23 
kilogram bag of charcoal is sold for around 
£1.25 in local currency, and beekeeping can 
bring in a better income and improve crop 
pollination at the same time. 

Activities in 2020 

Following a risk assessment, Thomas Manu from the 
GRTN visited the community in April. Socially 
distanced, he assisted a small group of members with 
harvesting and extracting their first harvest of 
fourteen kilograms of honey. When conditions allow, 
training will be given to the whole group on 
harvesting and extraction.   

A surprise awaited Thomas with the discovery of 
‘unexpected guests’ in two of the top bar hives where 
Tifuye stingless bees had taken up residence. Their 
presence in the hives is a sure sign of habitat 
degradation as they normally build an enclosed nest 
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on a tree branch. A viable addition to the project has been worked out: locally made catcher boxes 
placed in trees in the next phase of the project will be there for the Tifuye bees, or for honey bee 
swarms prior to transfer to top bar hives. These tiny bees provided one kilogram of precious Tifuye 
stingless bee honey. Not only are the bees still in residence and not robbed out by the nearby honey 
bees, the honey is valued at around £40 in UK terms if sold in tiny bottles and well presented. It is 
highly valued for medicinal use. Tifuye are excellent pollinators of a variety of fruit trees, and, being 
loyal to a plant species, can produce a variety of honeys. 

The project was not visited by the Partnership Manager due to the cancellation of the late March 
country visit due to Covid-19. However, working closely with Thomas, a three year livelihood project 
was put together and submitted. 

Future plans 

A further 60 beehives are planned, along with additional protective equipment and kit for extraction 
and storage. This will lead to an expansion of the project from foundation stage to a livelihood 
initiative. 

The members will establish a regular hive monitoring protocol allowing Thomas to both accurately 
pin-point underperforming apiaries and to advise on problems in a timely manner. It will encourage 
members to visit and optimise colonisation and thus reduce absconding. Data will be made available 
on the performance of the hives as well as the quantity of honey produced.  

 


