
Suhum-Amanhyia Beekeepers 

Suhum-Amanhyia is an agricultural area with good access to the truck stop at Suhum on the main 
highway north of Accra, but it is relatively degraded with  very little forest and few participants have 
access to land they can far. Employment prospects are low, so the focus of this project is to work as 
a community to produce enough quality honey and wax to provide secure income for education and 
health insurance, and perhaps for income for home repairs and other items.  

The project started in 2019, funded by money raised from online talks by the Partnership Manager. 
The Ghana Regional Trainer Network is the local Delivery Partner, and the work is being coordinated 
by Bismark Tetteh. In 2019, eighteen participants were trained and they built and sited a modest 
training apiary of eight top bar hives. This gave the members time to organise both their group 
working and resolve for beekeeping, and they proved that the area could provide for the bees 
following a positive first visit by the Partnership Manager.  

Activities in 2020 

The Partnership Manager succeeded in visiting the project in February before the borders closed. 
The team visited the apiary late in the evening for extension training after conducting a Baseline 
Assessment for the group members to provide impartial data for impact later in the project. The site 
was a challenging one with uneven ground and lots of climbing vegetation amongst dense small 
trees – which provided excellent routes for ants to invade the beehives. Michael Sakyi, the GRTN 
trainer, stressed how they needed to keep up with clearing the excess vegetation if they were to get 
a harvest and to reduce the risks of absconding. Despite these problems, the bees were clearly 
drawn to the site! 

Shortly afterwards, in common with all the other newer Ghanaian projects, progress was limited due 
to Covid19 travel and workshop restrictions. Due to the continued risk of travel for the team, and 
the safety issues of meeting up for the participants, the trainers were advised to offer advice by 
phone rather than visiting in person.  

After the first visit, Michael kept in contact by phone to resolve any issues and to help keep the 
group motivated as extension visits were not possible. Despite these challenges, the members have 
succeeded in maintaining very high colonisation in their apiary. They managed to harvest their first 
seven kilograms of honey later in the season without any support on site - sweet success in a difficult 
year!  For new beekeepers with very limited practical experience that is a big achievement. 

Future plans 

The regular members of the group will take part in a hive-building and apiary siting workshop with 
Michael if the new livelihood extension to the project is approved. A further 67 hive kits will be 
supplied and a further five bee suits and related equipment will be provided.  

As harvests increase they will be supported with appropriate additional processing equipment for 
honey and wax and gallon containers to begin sales in larger quantities. The group are fortunate in 
having a participant called Elizabeth as a group member - she is a small-scale honey trader and her 
experience will undoubtedly help with gaining a good market price. 

 


