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Livelihood Improvement through Beekeeping in Tanahun, Nepal 

The participants in this project comprise a minimum of 25 women belonging to the Suklagandaki 
Women’s group. They all come from low-income families in Suklagandaki Municipality Ward no. 2, 
Tanahun. The project area was selected by the Federation of Nepali Beekeepers (FNBK) in line with a 
government strategy to promote Apis Cerana in specific areas. Within identified villages, a 
household survey was used to select participants in line with the following specific criteria; a clear 
motivation to enhance their livelihood through beekeeping, unmarried women, poor economic 
status, belonging to the Gurung and Magar communities, and women who had not received training 
or other benefits from previous rural development projects. 

Participants hope their income can be utilized for household expenditure including education of 
children. A detailed baseline study of household income in February 2020 will enable the project’s 
economic impact to be measured when the project comes to an end. The project started in February 
2020 and is expected to last for three years.  

The Federation of Nepali Beekeepers is the 
Local Partner for this project, led by Mr. 
Prakash Poudel, their Programme 
Coordinator. The project will be funded by the 
Ida Davis Foundation, with local contributions 
from both the FNBK and the participant group. 
 
Activities in 2020 
 

Federation of Nepali Beekeepers 

This is a national umbrella organization, established 
in 1999 by 223 beekeepers from eight different 
districts in Nepal. The aim of FNBK is to organize 
scattered grassroot beekeepers, to advocate for 
appropriate beekeeping polices and to enhance 
capacity for income generation through beekeeping 
to reduce poverty in rural areas. 
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In February a baseline assessment was conducted by Mr Gopal Gaire, a rural development 
professional, with Mr Prakash Poudel from FNBK. The study consulted with potential participants for 
project training to set a baseline of their economic situation. Study methods included a transect 
walk, (for definition, (see https://geoparticipation.wordpress.com/2015/05/06/participatory-
methods-transect-walk/ )focus group discussions, key informant interviews, and a participant 
household survey. It found that local honey currently fetches NPR 900.00 (around £5.60) per 
kilogram and local demand is high.  

Out of the 28 potential participants, six are 
single women whose husbands have died, six 
are from very poor households while twelve 
have an income source that is insufficient for 
a reasonable quality of life. Most of the 
women rely on semi-subsistence agriculture, 
growing maize, millet and mustard, and 
raising goats and chickens, while three work 
as labourers for other farmers. 

There has been beekeeping training locally in 
the past. However, previous government 
beekeeping initiatives did not target low 
income families, but were for anyone 
interested in beekeeping. Those who have 
already received beekeeping training are not 
participating in this project. As a result of 
this decision, a second village has been 
included in the project as the baseline survey 
revealed that some potential participants 
had already participated in beekeeping 
training in a previous project.  

Due to COVID-19 restrictions it has not been 
possible to conduct project training this year, 
with activities postponed until 2021. 

Future plans 
It is hoped that training can start in April 2021, however plans remain tentative due to the ongoing 
serious COVID-19 situation in the country. 

 

Conducting a baseline survey – photo: Gopal Gaire 


