
Ibanda Development Association for Persons with Disabilities 
Having a disability can lead to poverty, and the poverty, in turn, can place an even greater burden on 
individuals. The Ibanda Development Association for Persons with Disabilities has twenty members 
from fifteen families with a range of disabilities including lameness, hearing problems, restricted 
growth, educationally challenged and people with speech difficulties; over half the group are 
women. Their village is in the foothills of the Rwenzori Mountains, close to a national park, and with 
an equatorial climate and vegetation, it is ideal for beekeeping.     

Working as a group, the Association seeks to produce an income with which to support those 
members whose disability prevents them from earning a living wage. At the same time, members 
are empowered as they contribute to the project in whatever way they are able. Although not all will 
be able to practise all aspects of beekeeping, we hope and expect that each will find a role within 
the Association. 

This three-year project is located in Kibirizi Village, Bugoye, Kasese District, Uganda. Starting mid-
2018, the project is generously supported financially by the Goosebec Trust, and the project is a 
collaboration between Bees Abroad and the LIDEFO Liberty Development Foundation, with which 
Bees Abroad has been working in partnership since 2012. Today LIDEFO deliver training and field 
support, and manage the many day to day issues that go to making our projects a success. For this 
project, the Local Project Leader is Mbakania Zaverio (Zave).       

During the project, the plans were to establish two apiaries each of ten hives through which training 
could be conducted and income generated. Within the capacity of each member, the project trains 
members in all appropriate aspects of beekeeping. Each member strives to contribute according to 
their ability.  It is expected that each hive will produce an average of ten kilograms of honey, 
providing an income of around £20/hive when the honey is sold.  

Activities and achievements in 2020 
 

A second apiary of ten hives was established 
in January 2020 – this was rapidly colonised. 
Although beekeeping was allowed during 
Covid lockdowns, social distancing 
requirements complicated hive inspections 
and visits by the LIDEFO field officer. Despite 
these constraints, to ensure the hives 
became fully productive, ongoing field 
support has taken place to build skill levels.  

Based on the success of the group, and the 
extreme needs of the Association members 
shown during periods of lockdown, Bees 
Abroad decided to add another apiary of ten 
hives to provide a little more resilience for 
the future.  

Extreme rainfall caused the banks of rivers flowing down the Rwenzoris to break their banks washing 
houses in the village and the local hospital away. One apiary lost a hive which the project replaced.    
A measure of the success of the project was that a small piggery was bought with income from 
honey. 

A small piggery was bought with the income from 
the honey 



Future plans 
The focus now is on building skill levels such that hives reach their maximum possible yields and the 
beekeeping activities are established and sustainable.   

 


