
Banyatereza Sisters 
The Ave Maria Convent is in the village of Rwibaale, in a rural area 10km South of Kyenjojo, the 
administrative centre of the Kenjojo district. The area enjoys an equatorial climate and vegetation 
well suited to beekeeping. Participants are all subsistence farmers living close to the convent. The 
participants wished to be trained in beekeeping in order to increase their income to pay for school 
fees, medicines and household essentials.  

The original project was to provide six hives to each of ten households, to increase the size of the 
convent apiary and to support the convent in selling and marketing honey. The original expectation 
was that Sister Sylvia, who is a competent beekeeper, would play a key role. The group that are 
being trained were selected from the local community by Sister Sylvia, from the convent. However, 
Sister Sylvia was moved to another convent early in 2020. Despite some suggestions she would 
return by September, this did not happen.  

Following the intervention of Daniel Ngangasi, the director of LIDEFO, The Liberty Development 
Foundation (LIDEFO) came to the rescue, and Bees Abroad is now working directly with LIDEFO to 
support the participant group. The successful resolution of this situation shows the value of working 
with a reliable and competent local partner. Bees Abroad has been working in partnership  with 
LIDEFO since 2012. Today their small team not only deliver training and field support but manage all 
the many day to day issues that go to making our projects a success.        

Activities in 2020 
It had been anticipated that Sister Sylvia would return in September, so the project was put on hold. 
However, when this did not happen, a refresher training course took place to reinvigorate the 
project. It is now progressing to plan, but six months behind schedule.   

Future plans 
The plan for 2021 is to make routine visits to provide practical support and increase the confidence 
and capability of the group.  

 


