
Jireh Women Beekeepers 
The group is formed of 54 women, the majority of whom had just two hives each, made to the local 
woven design. The group provides the opportunity for mutual support and knowledge sharing. Its 
main goals are empowerment, improvement of health, education and living conditions among the 
underprivileged women and their dependants. 

Their goal is to alleviate poverty through empowering women to improve their income levels and 
their contribution to economic development through beekeeping. The group also supports 
beekeeping at the local secondary boarding school, St Gertrude’s, where they aim to educate 
students both in beekeeping knowledge and practical skills which they can take back to their own 
communities on completion of their schooling.   

This project is unusual in that Bees Abroad is working with a group that uses local hives - which are 
what the women requested. There seemed little point in re-training them to use top bar hives 
because they are all practiced in using local hives. However, the project has provided much needed 
bee suits, gloves, boots, smokers and honey buckets. Each member will be given eight new hives of 
the local design over the project duration. Whilst these may have a lower yield than top bar hives, 
the cost of eight local hives is the same as the cost of one top bar hive.  This intervention will greatly 
increase members’ incomes from beekeeping.  

This three-year project is generously funded by the Ida Davis Foundation, and has been running 
since July 2019. There is no partner organisation as the participants are existing beekeepers, 
competently led and organised by one of their members, Christine Ryumugabe. She is making 
contact with experts in Uganda to extend her beekeeping knowledge and share it with the group. 

Activities in 2020 
The roll-out of new hives had begun in 2019 with each member receiving two new local hives and 
necessary beekeeping equipment. During 2020, each member received a further two hives. 
Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 restrictions, progress with training in the manufacture of value-
added products was halted, and it was not possible to put the hives and equipment bought for St 
Gertrude’s school to use.   

Future plans 
 Subject to a reduction in Covid-19 restrictions, Bees Abroad hopes to provide two more hive to each 
member. It plans to introduce beekeeping to the syllabus at St Gertrude’s school, and to support the 
group in learning about value-added products manufacture. 

 


