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First apiary located in Eucalyptus trees, Kitabu – photo: Thembo Elijah 

This project, in the village of Mughetee, Kitabu, near Kasese, is located in the higher foothills of the 
Rwenzori mountains almost exactly on the equator. Illegal poaching in the adjacent QE II National 
Park has reduced the male population of the village.  The group’s main purpose is to generate 
sources of income which enable their community to avoid dependence on poaching. The community 
are subsistence farmers; the women operate a small microfinance system.  The community has few 
financial resources, and they wish to increase their capacity to generate income to reinvest in 
subsistence farming activities, pay school fees, and buy medicines and household essentials. 

Funded by the Goosebec Trust and working collaboratively with the Liberty Development 
Foundation (LIDEFO) – led by Thembo Elijah, this project started in mid-2019, and is expected to last 
for three years.  

Activities in 2020 
Following the successful establishment of a first fifteen-hive communal apiary, a second communal 
apiary of fifteen hives was provided, and a further fifteen hives were distributed to households.  

Community education about bees took place to inform about the benefits of bees and the need to 
avoid going close to the apiary. 

During lockdown periods, beekeeping was allowed, but the need for social distancing provide some 
minor challenges. Despite this, field support visits were made to check on progress, solve problems, 
and to improve confidence and skills. The group is progressing particularly well, and a small initial 
honey crop of 25 kilograms was taken. 

Into the future… 
This project is running smoothly, and we expect colonies to develop and grow. If this continues, 
depending on progress, the project plans to provide a further 30 hives for distribution to 
households. Meantime, field visits will continue in order to solve problems and develop skills; all of 
which will lead to increasing honey yields. 


