
Women’s Resource Centre for Community Development 
Situated in Kagando Village, Kisinga sub-County, Kasese District of Uganda, the Women’s Resource 
Centre for Community Development, led by Mumbere Kombi Blessing, comprises a group drawn 
from several small communities in the foothills of the Rwenzori Mountains, just a few kilometres 
north of the equator.  

The aim of the group is to improve the quality of life for the women members; some are child 
mothers, others are disabled, many are deprived of education. There is an acceptance by the local 
leaders that the place of women in society in rural Uganda should improve.  The men in the 
leadership group are attempting to facilitate this change because Ugandan rural society does not 
generally recognise women as able to act on their own behalf.    

 

 

Generously funded by Poole Soroptomists and the Goosebec Trust, and set against this challenging 
background, Bees Abroad is working in partnership with LIDEFO, with whom it has been working 
since 2012. The small LIDEFO team, with Daniel Ngangasi, their director, delivers training and field 
support, and by managing the many day to day issues, enables the projects to be a success.       

Asked what they hoped to achieve, the women stated that by keeping bees they can; 

• increase their families’ nutrition 
• through the sale of hive products (candle wax and honey) they can raise their household income  
• train women, including women with disabilities and young child mothers, in bee keeping 

management 
• raise the status of women – particularly those with disabilities, and those who are young child 

mothers 

The project target is for each hive to produce 10kg of honey and to achieve the impacts listed above. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Giving advice and building confidence – photo: Mumberer Kombi 
Blessing 



Activities in 2020 
The Covid-19 pandemic has had a severe impact on the project. The ability of the group leader and 
LIDEFO to visit participants to provide support was disrupted. Coupled with this, the local project 
leader had to support a family member during a period of severe illness. This meant he was unable 
to give the project the attention he would have liked.    

To support him through the Covid crisis, 
the project  bought a pedal bike for 
Blessing to help him access participants 
without the need to be in close contact 
with others using public transport.   

A second and final batch of sixty hives 
was delivered and distributed early in 
the year.  

When it was safe to do so, skill levels and 
confidence-building training was 
provided through individual support and 
guidance to all participants in their 
apiaries. 

Future plans 
Future plans will depend on the progress of the pandemic. The team will focus on building the skills, 
and particularly the confidence, of participants such that honey yields grow. 

A course will be run on producing value-added products – however, the timing of this will depend on 
when it safe to do so, due to coronavirus.  

There are plans to link this project into a planned Kasese cluster of Women Beekeepers for Life 
projects.  

 

Covid-secure transport provided by the project– photo: 
Mumberer Kombi Blessing 

 


